Early men and women were equal, say scientists

Study shows that modern hunter-gatherer tribes operate on egalitarian basis, suggesting i i
aberration that came with the advent of agriculture egesting inequality was'on

Hannah Devlin Science correspondent

The authors of the study argue

that sexual equality may have
proved an evolutionary advantage
for early human societies, as it
would have fostered wider-
ranging social network (probably
not including gardening).
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Our prehistoric forebears are often portrayed as spear-wielding savages, but the earliest human societies are
likely to have been founded on enlightened egalitarian principles, according to scientists. 2

A study has shown that in contemporary hunter-gatherer tribes, men and women tend to have equal
influence on where their group lives and who they live with, The findings challenge the idea that sexual
equality is a recent invention, suggesting that it has been the norm for humans for most of our evolutionary

history.

Mark Dyble, an anthropologist who led the study at University College London, said: “There is still this
wider perception that hunter-gatherers are more macho or male-dominated. We'd argue it was only with the

emergence of agriculture, when people could start to accumulate resources, that inequality emerged.”

Dyble says the latest findings suggest that equality between the sexes may have been a survival advantage
and played an important role in shaping human society and evolution. “Sexual equality is one of a important
suite of changes to social organisation, including things like pair-bonding, our big, social brains, and
language, that distinguishes humans,” he said. “It’s an important one that hasn’t really been highlighted

before.”
The study, published in the journal Science, set out to investigate the apparent pargdox that while people in
hunter-gatherer societies show strong preferences for living with family members, in practice the groups
they live in tend to comprise few closely related individuals. -

one in the Congo and one

The scientists collected genealogical data from two hunter-gatherer populations, 0
~ in the Philippines, including kinship relations, movement between camps and residence patterns, through
" hundreds of interviews. In both cases, people tend to live in groups of around 20, moving roughly every 10
days and subsisting on hunted game, fish and gathered fruit, vegetables and honey.
e scientists constructed a computer model to simulate the process of camp assortment, based on the
umption that people would chose to populate an empty camp with their close kin: siblings, parents and

hildren.
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Task: Summarize the information presented in the article. Cite two (2) examples to support your ideas.
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Early Humans — A Short Introduction

Directions: Read and analyze the info i ed in the article on early Humans. Make sure to include a
. rmation presen i i
quote from the article to support your answers. g & . ) ekt

WHAT DO WE MEAN BY “EARLY HUMANS"?

tet us bte,g}n by identifying w.ha‘\t we are not focusing on here. We are not focusing on the question of where
uman beings came from originally: whether we evolved, or were created by a higher power. As you know, this
qugstlon is hl_ghly controversial. Many people, including most scientists around the world, believe that human
beings experienced evolution, or gradual change as a species over time. According to this view, environmental
faf:t.ors caused gradual change in the genes of ancient apelike species, developing into modern humans over
m|ll'|ons.of years. Other people, including about 4 in 10 Americans (and 6 out of every 10 weekly churchgoers),
believe in creationism, the idea that God created human beings in their present form fairly recently — within the
last 10,000 years or so. The debate between evolution and creationism is interesting, and we must
ack(r;pwledge that it is often personal for many students and their families. That said, it is not the focus of this
reading.

Instead, we investigate early humans. We define these early humans (or Homo sapiens, to use the scientific
name), as the first to be recognizable as people. These people were not Neanderthals, and they did not have
the overhanging foreheads or knuckle-dragging posture of the “cavemen” one might see in a museum exhibit
(or a Geico commercial). Rather, if dressed in 21st century style, early humans would look just like anyone else
on a busy city subway. Far from speaking in grunts and simple sign language, they used language just as
complex and sophisticated as our own languages (although they had not yet invented writing). They had
families and loved ones, they had hopes dreams and fears, and they liked art and games and stories, just like'
anyone alive in the world today. We define early humans as,
in short, the first recorded examples of us. So where did
these people live, and how long ago did they appear?

EARLY HUMANS LIVED IN EASTERN AFRICA

The picture at the right represents some of our clearest ideas
about early humans. It was produced by artist Jay Matternes,
from the skull of the oldest known bones of a human being
anywhere in the world. The skull (also pictured), was
discovered in shattered fragments in Ethiopia in 1997, and
put back together. Matternes imagined adding muscles, skin,
and hair to produce this drawing, much as police artists do
on television crime dramas like CS| or Bones. Today, the skull
is on display in a museum in Ethiopia, but the pictures are
available all around the world, to anyone who has internet
access.

The bones used to create this picture were discovered and
reassembled by researchers who study human beings and
our ancient history, in a field known as anthropology- Thgse
anthropologists —Ethiopian Dr. Berhane Asfaw and American
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HOW DID EARLY HUMANS LIVE?
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Until about 40,000 years
ago, early humans had a
very simple culture. It
was only around this
time that humans
appear to have begun
developing behaviors
that we would recognize
as typical of modern
humans today. These
behaviors include
creating artwork (such as
the cave paintings in
Lascaux, France, at right)
and musical instruments,
building permanent fire-
pits, wearing animal
skins as clothing and
dying fabrics (and
creating needles and so
on, with which to sew the clothing), wearing jewelry, mourning the dead through funerals, and build

, and building shelters

(rather than just living in caves).
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HOW AND WHEN DID HUMANS SPREAD AROUND THE GLOBE?
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